November 1964 


Journ. Jap. Bot. Vol. 39 No. 11 


327 


mmm m*-- (D 

Iiaruo Okuno* : Diatomaceous earth in Oki Island (1) 

(PI. IX) 
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(WI 1. Location of the diatomaceous earth out¬ 
crops in the Isle of Dogo, Oki Island Group, 
Shimane Prefecture. 1. Shimonishi. 2. Kamo. 
3. Minoura. 4. Tsutsuka. 5. Mukaiyama. 6. 
Okutsudo. 7. Naku. 8. Takogi. 9. Yamada. 
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[H 2. Outcrops of diatomaceous earth at various places in the Isle of Dogo, Oki Island Group, 
Shimane Prefecture, a. Kamo. b. Mukaiyama. c. Okutsudo, d. Yamada. 
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Summary 

The Oki diatomaceous earth deposit occurs in the Isle of Dogo, Oki Island 
Group, Shimane Prefecture. The deposit is of Upper Miocene or Lower Pliocene, 
marine origin. The stratum is about 10-40 m thick, covered by sand-stone, 
sandy shale, sandy tuff or lava, and underlayed by sand-stone, shale, or tuff. 
The outcrops are found at 1) Shimonishi, 2) Kamo, 3) Minoura, 4) Minoura- 
Tsutsuka in Saigd-cho, 5) Mukaiyama, 6) Okutsudo, 7) Naku, 8) Takogi in 
Tsuma-mura, and at 9) Yamada in Goka-mura. Quarries are opened at Shimo¬ 
nishi, Kamo, Minoura, Minoura-Tsutsuka, and at Okutsudo. 

The crude earth is light or dark grey, or yellowish brown, and somewhat 
hard; predominated by fossils of Conscinodiscus elegans , C. marginatus . Many 
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fossils of dominants and accompanies are found in fragments. The earth, after 
refined, is used mostly as the powdered thermal insulator, or materials for the 
insulator brick and the kitchen furnace. 

Explanation of the Plate IX 

Quarries of diatomaceous earth at 1) Shimonishi and 2) Tsutsuka in Saigo- 
cho, Oki Island Group, Shimane Prefecture. In foregrounds, with drying shelves, 
(c: Caves of acient cave-dwellers. 1. Almost without overburden. 2. o: Over¬ 
burden) 
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